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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-28 & 30-31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Miura et al, US Patent Pub. 2002/0183873 A1. 

Re Claim 1 , Miura et al discloses a method of transferring ( dubbing ) sound 
( abstract ), comprising: (a) storing the sound in a buffer ( para 0038 ): (b) monitoring 
one or more sound attributes of the sound for indications of presence of a sound 
segment in the sound ( fig. 7a & 7b ): (c) transferring the sound in the buffer when 
the one or more sound attributes produce an indication of sound segment 
presence ( para 0038 ): and (d) transferring the sound after the indication ( para 
0038 ). 

Re Claim 2, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein the step of storing comprises storing the sound in a FIFO ( para 0097 ). 

Re Claim 3, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the one or more sound attributes comprise sound intensity level, and first 
indication is produced when the sound intensity level exceeds a first threshold 
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( fig. 3: 46: the RF amplifier would amplify the audio signals to a certain power 
intensity level and signals that don't come close to this level would be an error ). 

Re Claim 4, Miura et al disclose a method in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the one or more sound attributes comprise spectral power densities of 
the sound, and the step of monitoring comprises monitoring the spectral power 
densities ( fig. 3: 46; the RF amplifier would amplify the audio signals to a certain 
power density level and signals that don't come close to this level would be an 
error ). 

Re Claim 5, Miura et al disclose a method in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the one or more sound attributes comprise at least one moving average 
of the sound intensity level, and the step of monitoring comprises monitoring the 
at least one moving average ( fig. 3: 46; the RF amplifier would amplify the audio 
signals to a certain intensity level ). 

Re Claim 6, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 1 , 
further comprising terminating said step (d) when the one or more sound 
attributes stop producing an indication of sound segment presence (para 0061. 
0100 ). 

Re Claim 7, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 6, 
wherein: said step (c) comprises recording the sound in the buffer on a recording 
medium when the one or more sound attributes produce the indication of sound 
segment presence ( para 0075 ): and said step (d) comprises recording the sound 
on the recording medium following the indication of sound segment presence 
( para 0057 ). 
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Re claim 8 Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 6, 
wherein: said step (c) comprises transmitting the sound in the buffer when the 
one or more sound attributes produce the indication of sound segment presence 
( para 0038 ): and said step (d) comprises transmitting the sound following the 
indication of sound segment presence (para 0038 ). 

Re Claim 9, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 6, 
wherein: said step (c) comprises reproducing the sound in the buffer when the 
one or more sound attributes produce the indication of sound segment presence 
( para 0075 ): and said step (d) comprises reproducing the sound following the 
indication of sound segment presence (para 0075 ). 

Re Claim 10, Mura et al discloses a method of transferring incoming 
sound, comprising: (a) storing the incoming sound in a buffer ( para 0038 ): (b) 
monitoring one or more attributes of the incoming sound to produce indications 
of sound segment presence and effective sound absence based on the one or 
more attributes ( para 0038. 0061, 0100 ): (c) transferring a predetermined 
interval of the sound in the buffer when the one or more sound attributes 
produce an indication of sound segment presence, the predetermined interval 
extending to a point in time when the indication is produced ( para 0075 ): (d) 
transferring the sound following the indication ( para 0075 ): and (e) terminating 
said step (d) when the one or more sound attributes produce an indication of 
effective sound absence ( para 0061. 0100 ). 

Claim 1 1 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 2. 

Claim 12 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 3. 
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Re Claim 13, Miura et al disclose a method in accordance with claim 10, 
wherein the one or more sound attributes comprise sound intensity level, and 
the step of monitoring produces an indication of effective sound absence when 
the sound intensity level is below a first threshold I para 0099: empty packets 
have low sound intensity level determined bv the controller fig. 9: 39 ). 

Re Claim 14, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 10, 
wherein the one or more sound attributes comprise sound intensity level, the step 
of monitoring produces an indication of sound segment presence when the 
sound intensity level exceeds a first threshold ( fig. 3: 46: the RF amplifier would 
amplify the audio signals to a certain power intensity level and signals that don't 
come close to this level would be an error ), and the step of monitoring produces 
an indication of effective sound absence when the sound intensity level is below 
a second threshold ( para 0099: empty packets have low sound intensity level 
determined bv the controller fig. 9: 39 ). 

Re Claim 15, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 10, 
wherein the one or more sound attributes comprise sound intensity level, the step 
of monitoring produces an indication of sound segment presence when the 
sound intensity level exceeds a first threshold ( fig. 3: 46: the RF amplifier would 
amplify the audio signals to a certain power intensity level and signals that don't 
come close to this level would be an error ), and the step of monitoring produces 
an indication of effective sound absence when the sound intensity level is at or 
below the first threshold ( fig. 3: 46: the RF amplifier would amplify the audio 
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signals to a certain power intensity level and signals that don't come close to this 
level would be an error ). 

Claim 16 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 4. 

Claim 17 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 5. 

Claim 18 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 7. 

Re Claim 19, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 10, 
wherein: said step (c) comprises wirelessly transmitting ( para 0038; RF signals 
are transmitted wirelesslv ) the sound in the buffer when the monitoring step 
produces an indication of sound segment presence ( para 0038 ): and said step 
(d) comprises wirelessly transmitting ( para 0038; RF signals are transmitted 
wirelesslv ) the sound following the indication of sound segment presence (para 
0038 ). 

Claim 20 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 9. 

Re Claim 21, Miura et al discloses a method of sound-activated transfer of 
incoming sound, the method comprising: identifying non-overlapping segments 
of sound and effective sound absence within the incoming sound ( para 0038, 
0061. 0100 ): transferring the segments of sound ( para 0038 ): and determining a 
first plurality of intervals within the segments of effective sound absence ( fig. 71 
& 7b: 74 & 75 ), each interval immediately preceding one of the segments of 
sound, each interval being part of and associated with a segment of effective 
sound absence, the plurality of intervals comprising at least one interval shorter 
than a segment of effective sound absence associated with said at least one 
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interval ( fig. 7a & 7b: 74 & 75 ): and transferring the first plurality of intervals 

( para 0081 - 0084 ). 

Re Claim 22, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 21, 
wherein each segment of effective sound absence located between two 
segments of sound comprises an interval of the first plurality of intervals ( fig. 7a & 
7b: 74 & 75 ). 

Re Claim 23, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 21, 
further comprising: defining criteria for determining beginning of a segment of 
sound; and defining criteria for determining beginning of a segment of effective 
sound absence ( para 0086 ). 

Re Claim 24, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 21, 
wherein: said step of transferring the segments of sound comprises recording the 
segments of sound (para 0075 ): and said step of transferring the first plurality of 
intervals comprises recording the first plurality of intervals ( para 0075 ). 

Re Claim 25, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 21 , 
wherein: said step of transferring the segments of sound comprises transmitting 
the segments of sound ( para 0038 ): and said step of transferring the first plurality 
of intervals comprises transmitting the first plurality of intervals ( para 0038 ). 

Claim 26 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 9. 

Re Claim 27, Miura et al discloses a method in accordance with claim 21 , 
further comprising dynamically defining lengths of the intervals ( para 0075: while 
recording the tracks, the recording device will have the ability to determine the 
length of each track/interval ). 
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Re Claim 28, Miura et al discloses a sound recorder, comprising: an input 
receiving digitized waveforms representing sound I para 0057 ): a memory storing 
a program ( para 0038 ): and a processor executing the program ( fia. 2: 27 ): and 
an interface to a recording medium ( fig. 2: 29 ). the interface being coupled to the 
processor ( para 0039 ): wherein: the processor, under control of the program, 
determines sound segments within the digitized waveforms (para 0038 ). causes 
the sound segments to be transferred through the interface to be recorded on the 
recording medium (para 0038. 0057 ). and causes a plurality of intervals of the 
digitized waveforms to be transferred through the interface to be recorded on the 
recording medium (para 0038. 0057. 0075 ). each interval immediately preceding 
one of the sound segments (para 0038. 0057. 0075 ). at least one interval being 
shorter than time period between the sound segments immediately following and 
immediately preceding said at least one interval ( para 0075, 0081; fig. 7a & 7b ). 

Re Claim 30, Miura et al disclose a sound recorder in accordance with 
claim 28, further comprising a buffer ( para 0038 ), wherein the processor causes 
the intervals to be stored in the buffer before the processor causes the intervals 
to be recorded on the recording medium (para 0038 ). 

Claim 31 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claims 29 & 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miura et al US Patent Pub. 2002/0183873 A1 as applied to 
claim 28 above, in view of Colier, US Patent 5,408,582. 

Re Claim 29, Miura et al discloses a sound recorder in accordance with 
claim 28, but fails to disclose further comprising a microphone capable of 
receiving the sound and generating analog waveforms corresponding to the 
sound, and an analog-to-digital converter coupled to the microphone and to the 
input, the analog-to-digital converter being capable of receiving the analog 
waveforms and generating the digitized waveforms from the analog waveforms. 
However, Colier does ( col. 2. lines 32-40 ). 

Taking the combined teaching of Miura et al and Colier as a whole, one 
skilled in the art would have found it obvious to modify the sound recorder in 



Application/Control Number: 10/698,297 Page 
Art Unit: 2615 

Miura et al with further comprising a microphone capable of receiving the sound 
and generating analog waveforms corresponding to the sound, and an analog-to- 
digital converter coupled to the microphone and to the input, the analog-to-digital 
converter being capable of receiving the analog waveforms and generating the 
digitized waveforms from the analog waveforms as taught in Colier ( col. 2. lines 
32-40 ) so that the sound recording apparatus will be able to record sounds from 
a microphone unto to a recording medium thus creating a more useful apparatus. 

Claim 32 has been analyzed and rejected according to claims 28 & 29. 

Claim 33 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 30. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to George C. Monikang whose telephone 
number is 571-270-1190. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. alt Fri. 
Off 7:30am-5:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

George Monikang 2/7/2007 
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